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daily mass? Is it likely that Cardinal Alonso de Borja—
one of the actual electors of the Lord Nicholas P.P. V,
constantly at His side from beginning to end of His reign,
if not assistant to, at least cognizant of, His every action—
had never seen, had never touched, handled, tasted, those
identical five hundred books, bound in crimson velvet with
clasps of silver, with which that august Pontiff enriched
the Vatican library. The assumption is ridiculous, absurd.
The calumny that the Lord Calixtus P,P. Ill gave books
to the Bishop of Vich in the manner of a Vandal arose ir
this way. The Lord Cosimo de Monserrato, Bishop of
Vich from 1460 to 1471, was ordered by His Holiness to
compile a catalogue of the books in the Vatican library,
on the sixteenth of April 1455, four days before His coro-
nation. A copy of this catalogue was brought to Vich by
this same Lord Cosimo on his appointment to the bishopric
five years later. It was most likely made by one of the
Vatican scribes,1 and it contains numerous marginal notes
in the bishop's handwriting. From these notes, a precise
list of the number of books actually given away by the
Lord Calixtus P.P. Ill may be obtained. They were five—
not "several hundred"—of no great value, and—duplicates
Two of these, a copy of the Epistles of St. Augustine,
annotated by Nicholas of Lira, and a Book on the Truth
of the Catholic Faith, were presented to the Pope's late
patron, King Don Alonso de Aragona of Naples, the Two
Sicilies, and Jerusalem. The note against them in the cata-
logue is S.D.N. dedit hunc domino regi Arag. ("Our Holy
Lord gave this to the lord king of Aragon.") Now, if He
only gave two books to His old friend and former em-
ployer who (as may be judged from the fact that he em-
ployed the renowned Messeri Lorenzo Valla and Giangiovio
Pontano as his secretaries) had a very pretty taste for
letters, who was a reigning sovereign, and an extremely
: The first printing press in Italy did not arrive till October 1465
at Subjaco in the Sabine Hills.

